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A L T E R E D  _ M O V E D  DATE 

DESCRIBETHE PRESENT AND ORIGINAL (IF KNOWN) PHYSICAL APPEARANCE 

Chris t iansburg  h -esby te r i an  Church, s i t u a t e d  on West Main S t r e e t  i n  the  Montgomery 
County s e a t ,  i s  .a d i s t i n c t i v e  common-bond b r i ck  s t r u c t u r e  b u i l t  i n  the  Greek 
Revival s t y l e  by James E. Crush and completed i n  1853. The o r i g i n a l  po r t ion  of 
t h e  r ec t angu la r  s t r u c t u r e  i s  f o u r  bays long,with t h e  en t rance  i n  one of the  s h o r t e r  
w a l l s ,  and i s  covered wi th  a  low hipped roof .  The corners  of  the  facade a r e  marked 
by p l a i n ,  uncapped whi te  p i l a s t e r s  which run  i n t o  t h e  e n c i r c l i n g  Dor ic  en tab la tu re .  
The e n t r y  i s  through a  p o r t i c o  i n  a n t i s  loca ted  i n  a  s l i g h t l y  p ro jec t ing  c e n t r a l  
pedimented pav i l ion ,  the  co rne r s  of  which a r e  marked by coupled Doric p i l a s t e r s .  
The i n t e r p l a y  of planes of varying depths c r e a t e d  by t h e s e  devices i s  augmented 
by t h e  ~recessed,  panels. b u i l t  i n t o  the .  blank wa l l s  t o  e i t h e r  s i d e  of t h e  c e n t r a l  
pavi l ion .  . Above. the,  i n t e r s e c t i o n  o f .  the  pediment and t h e  main roof i s  s e t  a  
three-scpge t o w e r c o n s i s t i n g  of  a  low, p l a in  base,  a  square b e l f r y  with coupled 
Doric co rne r  p i l a s t e r s  enframing r ec t angu la r  louvres ,  and a  b l ind  l a n t e r n  s t a g e  
with re'e'ntrant co rne r s .  The whole i s  capped by an octagonal  s p l r e .  The window 
openings along t h e  long e a s t  and west s i d e s  have p l a in  white  wooden l i n t e l s  with 
unadorned corner  blocks and a r e  glazed with a  t e n - l i g h t  sash  above and ten-over- 
ten sa sh  below a  c e n t r a l  recessed-panel  spandre l ;  a l l  have louvred b l inds .  

There is a  pediment ,s imilar  t o  t h a t  on the  f r o n t ,  on t h e  r e a r  (nor th)  s l cpe  of 
the roof .  This probably r e v e a l s  t h e  former l o c a t i o n  of another  p ro jec t ing  p a v ~ l -  
ion housing t h e  p u l p i t .  Expansion o f  t h e  chancel ,  however, and two twentiech- 
century  a d d i t i o n s  have o b l i t e r a t e d  it. Attached t o  the  n o r t h e a s t  corner  of the 
r e a r  of t h e  o r i g i n a l  church is a  three-bay,  one - s to ry  gable-roofed b r i ck  e l l ,  
e r ec t ed  i n  1906. Adjacent t o  t h i s  is a  th ree - s to ry ,  parapeted,  b r i c k  Sunday 
School wing added i n  1927. 

I n  plan,  t h e  church c o n s i s t s  of  a  s i n g l e  l a r g e  room with a  l a t e r  chancel  a t  t h e  
no r th  end and wi th  a  g a l l e r y  running around t h e  o t h e r  t h r e e  s i d e s .  The l a t t e r  
can be en te red  on ly  from two f l i g h t s  of s t a i r s  which ascend from t h e  ants porch; 
t h e r e  i s  no i n t e r i o r  communication. The g a l l e r y  i s  supported on f i n e l y  c r a f t e d  
Doric columns, marked on the  f ace  of t h e  r a i l i n g  by s h o r t  recessed-panel  p i l a s t e r s .  
The spandre l s  between t h e  p i l a s t e r s  a r e  each f i l l e d  wi th  a  s ing le , long  r a i s e d  
panel.  The chancel  i s  framed between Daric corner  p i e r s  and c o n s i s t s  of a  s e r i e s  
of receding p lanes ,  the  most d i s t a n t  of  which i s  embellished with two p a i r s  of 
p l a i n  Daric p i l a s t e r s  f l ank ing  a  c e n t r a l  b l ind  which marks t h e  former loca t ion  
of a  window. It is v e r y  l i k e l y  t h a t  t h i s  scheme reproduces t h e  o r i g i n a l  t reatment  
of  t h e  sha l lower  p u l p i t  r e c e s s .  The pews d a t e  from the n ine teen th  century  as  
we l l .  

Next t o  the  church on the  west i s  t h e  former Rectory, now known a s  t h e  Kinnard 
Smith Building and used a s  a  pa r i sh  house. This is a  three-bay,  two-story 
frame s t r u c t u r e  wi th  a  low hipped roof and i n t e r i o r  end chimneys. It is bel ieved 
t o  have been b u i l t  i n  1870. 
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A N V E N T I O N  

SPECIFIC DATES 1853 BUlLDEAlARCHlTECT James E. Crush, bu i lde r  

STATEMENT OF SIGNIFICANCE 
- 

The Chr i s t i ansburg  P resby te r i an  Church belongs t o  an a r c h i t e c t u r a l l y  d i s t i n c t i v e  
group of  antebellum churches loca ted  i n  communities i n  and around the  Roanoke 
Valley.  The churches were e rec t ed  i n  the 1840s and '50s and a r e  i n  a  s i m p l i f i e d  
Greek Revival s t y l e  wi th  many of  t h e i r  d e t a i l s  adapted from the  a r c h i t e c t u r a l  
handbooks of Asher Benjamin. The bu i ld ings  a r e  temple form, usua l ly  wi th  a  por- 
t i c o  i n  a n t i s ,  and a l l  a r e  d i s t ingu i shed  by a  square  b e l f r y  wi th  s deep corn ice  
and r ec t angu la r  louvred openings framed by pa i r s  of p i l a s t e r  s t r i p s .  P ro jec t ing  
from t h e  b e l f r i e s  a r e  s t e e p l e s  of  vary ing  types .  Included i n  the group a re  the 
Methodist,  Episcopal  and P resby te r i an  churches of F i n c a s t l e  ( the  Presbyter ian  Church 
is  a  remodeling of  an o l d e r  s t r u c t u r e ) ;  t h e  Salem Presby te r i an  Church; the  Floyd 
P resby te r i an  Church; and t h e  Bedford P resby te r i an  Church and former Methodist 
Church of Bedford. The churches were not  e r e c t e d  by a  s i n g l e  bu i lde r ;  
r a t h e r  va r ious  b u i l d e r s  seen t o  have been involved. A r e l a t i o n s h i p  between 
these  b u i l d e r s  has not  y e t  been determined. 

The Chr i s t i ansburg  P resby te r i an  Church is  probably t h e  most a r c h i t e c t u r a l l y  
r e f ined  of t h e  group. It i l l u s t r a t e s  t h e  keen sense of propor t ion  t h a t  could be 
acquired by b u i l d e r s  i n  r e l a t i v e l y  remote a r e a s ,  m r k i n g  usual17 with t h e  a i d  of  
a r c h i t e c t u r a l  handbooks. The church ' s  facade i s  a  masterpiece of geometrical 
composition i n  which t h e  a r c h i t e c t u r a l  elements a r e  in sp i r ed  by, but not  d i r e c t l y  
copied from, h i s t o r i c a l  precedent.  Its b u i l d e r ,  James E. Crush, was from F i n c a s t l e  
and c e r t a i n l y  was f a m i l i a r  wi th  t h e  s i m i l a r l y  s t y l e d  churches the re .  However, 
Crush has n o t  been l inked  wi th  any bu i ld ing  a c t i v i t y  i n  t h a t  town. To a s s i s t  wi th  
h i s  Chr i s t i ansburg  p r o j e c t ,  Crush brought from F i n c a s t l e  two craf tsmen,  t h e  b ro the r s  
Samuel M. and James W. Hickok. The church was completed i n  1853. 

The Chr i s t i ansburg  P resby te r i an  congregat ion was organized i n  1827 by the Reverend 
John McElhenney of  Levisburg,  Vest V i rg in i a .  P resby te r i ans  had been a c t i v e  i n  
Montgomery County s i n c e  1791 when t h e  f i r s t  preachings were conducted by e v a n g e l i s t s  
on t h e i r  way t o  s e t t l e m e n t s  on t h e  Holston River .  The congregat ion acquired a  
deed f o r  a l o t  i n  Chr i s t i ansburg  i n  1828 and b u i l t  a  b r i ck  church on i t  the  next  
year .  The s t eady  growth of  t h e  congregat ion c r e a t e d  the  need f o r  a  l a r g e r  bu i ld -  
ing r e s u l t i n g  i n  t h e  p resen t  church. The church cont inues  t o  se rve  an a c t i v e  con- 
g rega t ion  today. 

C L ,  MTP 
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VERBAL BOUNDARY DESCRIPTION 

The f o u r  a c r e s  comprising t h e  proper ty  of t h e  Chr is t iansburg  P resby te r i an  
Church occupy t h e  one hundred block o f  W. Hain s t r e e t ,  two blocks from 
F r a n k l i n  S t r e e t ,  and a r e  bounded on a l l  four  s i d e s  by s t r e e t s - - t h a t  on 
t h e  SE being W. Main S t r e e t .  
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